
OLVER ANNOUNCES $550,000 FOR NORTHERN TIER COMMUNITY TRANSPORTATION AND $1.25 MILLION FOR CTAA
October 08, 1999

  

 WASHINGTON “  Congressman John W. Olver (1st District) announced                today that the Fiscal Year (FY) 2000 Transportation Appropriations                bill includes $550,000 for the Northern Tier Transportation Center.                The funding will be used to continue the Dial-A-Ride service and                allow the Northern Tier Transportation Center to purchase and rehabilitate                the train station in Athol. Additionally, Olver was able to secure                $1.25 million for CTAA°s JOBLINKS program which will benefit small                urban and rural communities throughout the country.              

Congressman Olver is a member of the House Appropriations Subcommittee                on Transportation and included the earmarks in the FY Š00 bill.              

œI am pleased to be able to deliver $550,000 in community transportation                funding for the Northern Tier,” Olver said. "These funds will play                a vital role in strengthening the regions°  transportation                infrastructure which will spur economic growth and prosperity.”              

"Finally, local transit will connect the communities between Greenfield                and Gardner," Olver said.  "This connection is necessary for                jobs, health care, and educational opportunities.”              

œThe Athol train station will once again serve as the hub for transportation                services in the North Quabbin Area,” Olver said.  œThese services                include a fixed route system between Greenfield and Gardner, as                well as a feeder service that can access the entire region.”              

œMART, FRTA and CTAA have created a national model for rural transportation.                 The $1.25 million for the JOBLINKS program will allow CTAA to continue                promoting transit services in rural communities nationwide,” Olver                added              

JOBLINKS is a federal Access to Jobs program that addresses the                crucial need of providing assistance to local communities to develop                and implement strategies to move low-income people living in economically                distressed communities to centers of employment.              

The Access to Jobs program provides competitive grants to local                government and nonprofit organizations to develop transportation                services to connect welfare recipients and low-income persons to                employment and support services.              

The Community Transportation Association of America (CTAA) is a                non-profit association of organizations and individuals committed                to improving mobility for all people.             
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